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Toilets Are Not Trash Cans!
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Mutually Beneficial Solutions
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About Central SanAbout Central San
•ADWF:  33.8 MGD, Permitted capacity: 53.8 MGD
•Serve ~470,000 people and ~3,000 businesses in 

a 146 mi2 service area 35 miles east of SF
•Recycled Water Program – 2.5 MGD peak
•Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program

•Collect ~2 million pounds of HHW each year
•Pharmaceutical Collection Program

•12 law enforcement partner agencies host 
collection bins (non-controlled only)

•We pay for disposal via medical waste hauler
•Collected almost 50,000 pounds of unwanted 

medications since program started in 2009
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Meet The PanelMeet The Panel

• Helen Cantril Dulac, Grease Abatement Coordinator
Dallas Water Utilities
Dallas, TX

• Dave Rousse, President
Association of the Nonwoven Fabrics Industry (INDA)
Cary, NC

• Michelle Daugherty, Diversion Investigator
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)
Albuquerque, NM
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Fats, Oil & Grease (FOG)Fats, Oil & Grease (FOG)



Dallas Water Utilities
FOG Abatement Program 
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FOG + Baby Wipes = FatbergFOG + Baby Wipes = Fatberg
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PharmaceuticalsPharmaceuticals



Tested 139 streams across 30 states
80% had measurable concentrations 
of prescription and non‐prescription 
drugs, steroids and reproductive 
hormones.
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How Do Drugs Get Into Our Drinking 
Water Supplies???
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Environmental PerspectiveEnvironmental Perspective
• Drugs are designed to impact biological systems in 

small doses. 
• Drugs are not designed with the environment in 

mind, so they are not fully metabolized by the body.
• As a result of human pass-through and direct 

sewering, pharmaceutical concentrations are ending 
up in the wastewater stream.

• We can’t yank existing drugs off shelves and insist 
that the manufacturers go back and redesign them.
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Environmental PerspectiveEnvironmental Perspective
•We need to do what we can now to reduce the 

amount of pharmaceuticals entering the 
wastewater stream before we get to a problem.
•Precautionary approach

•Unwanted and expired medications are the 
proverbial “low hanging fruit.”
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National Prescription Drug 
Abuse Prevention Plan

National Prescription Drug 
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Education

Proper Medication 
Disposal

Monitoring

Enforcement

Office Of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP)



Is Trash the Answer?

Where does leachate go?




