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Dr. Ellen Gilinsky serves as Senior Policy Advisor to the Acting Assistant Administrator 
for Water in the Office of Water at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Prior 
to this appointment, she spent seven years as the Director of the Water Division at the 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), where she supervised a diverse 
array of water quality and quantity programs. She also served for five years at DEQ as 
Manager of the Office of Wetlands and Water Protection, helping to craft Virginia’s non-
tidal wetlands program.  
 
Among her other professional accomplishments, Dr. Gilinsky was a Past President of the 
Association of Clean Water Administrators, held a gubernatorial appointment to the State 
Advisory Board of the Virginia Water Resources Research Center and was an Adjunct 
Faculty member at Virginia Commonwealth University in the Departments of Biology and 
Environmental Studies.  
  
Dr. Gilinsky has twelve years of experience as an environmental consultant at several 
regional and national environmental engineering firms, focusing on water issues. She 
received her BA in Biology from the University of Pennsylvania and her PhD in Zoology, 
with a concentration in Aquatic Ecology, from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.   
 


