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Denise Keehner is the Director of the Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
(OWOW) at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) within the Office of Water.  
OWOW promotes a watershed approach to manage, protect, and restore the water 
resources and aquatic ecosystems of the nation’s marine and fresh waters.  OWOW’s 
programs include wetlands regulation and restoration, regulation of ocean dumping and 
vessel discharges, monitoring and assessment, including the National Aquatic Resource 
Surveys, nonpoint source pollution management, Total Maximum Daily Load oversight, 
and building capacity of State and local governments and watershed organizations.  Prior 
to her move to OWOW, Ms. Keehner was the Director of the Standards and Health 
Protection Division in the Office of Science and Technology, where she was responsible for 
overseeing the National Water Quality Standards Program, the Fish Advisory Program and 
the Beach Program.  Previously, she served at the Division Director level in EPA’s Office of 
Pesticide Programs for several years.  Ms. Keehner received a BA in Biology from University 
of Maryland. 


