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Grayford Payne was named Reclamation's Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Administration and 
Budget in September 2010.  He oversees agency resources policy formulation, finance, 
acquisitions, human resources, civil rights, security, safety, law enforcement, dam safety, 
information technology and program and budget.  He also serves as Reclamation's Chief Financial 
Officer. 
 
Mr. Payne joined Reclamation after serving as the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - 
Management and Chief Financial Officer in the Department of the Interior Office of the Assistant 
Secretary - Indian Affairs.  He was responsible for the planning and execution of the Indian Affairs 
$4.5 billion annual budget.  His organizational responsibilities encompassed all administrative 
functions to include finance, budget, acquisition, property management, human resources, 
information technology, homeland security, facilities maintenance and construction, planning, 
policy and performance, and audit and evaluation.  He has served as Chief Financial Officer since 
2005 and Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - Management since 2008. 
 
Mr. Payne joined the Department of the Interior in 2002 as the Deputy Chief Financial Officer - 
Indian Affairs where he was responsible for the day-to-day operations of the Office of the Chief 
Financial Officer to include all financial, accounting, budget, procurement and property 
functions. 
 
Prior to joining Interior, Mr. Payne served as an Auditor-in-Charge in the Naval Audit Service from 
1986 to 1994 where he was responsible for audit and program reviews of Department of Defense 
National Security Science and Technology programs.  He joined the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission in 1995, where he served seven years as the Director, Financial Services where he was 
responsible for the Commission's financial accounting system and its automated revenue billing 
and collection system. 
 
Mr. Payne graduated from George Mason University in 1980 with a BS in Accounting.  He was 
honored with the Secretary of the Interior's Gold Leadership Award in 2007, Bronze Leadership Award 
in 2006, and Silver Leadership Award in 2005. 
 


