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Dr. Elizabeth Southerland has a PhD in Environmental Sciences and Engineering from 
Virginia Tech.  She is currently the Director of the Office of Science and Technology in the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Office of Water.   
 
Dr. Southerland is responsible for promulgating best available treatment technology 
permit limits for industries; developing aquatic life and human health water quality 
criteria under the Clear Water Act; deriving maximum contaminant level goals and health 
advisories under the Safe Drinking Water Act; and approving/disapproving state water 
quality standards. 

 
Dr. Southerland has also worked in EPA Superfund Program, the State of Virginia’s Water 
Quality Program and private consulting. 
	
	


