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Banking on Green 
 
• Joint report with ASLA, 

the Water Environment 
Federation, and 
ECONorthwest 

 
• Examining the economic 

benefits of green 
infrastructure 

 
• Provides cost savings 
• Reduces current and 

projected energy expense 
• Mitigates flooding and 

helps reduce damage costs 
• Reduces bacteria and 

pollutant loads to lower 
healthcare costs 
 
 
 
Green Roof, © Portland Bureau of 
Environmental Services 



Philadelphia 

photo courtesy of Howard Neukrug, 
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Philadelphia in 2025 



Beyond Clean Water: 
Benefits to Communities  

Increased energy efficiency 

Urban Heat Island mitigation 

Improved air quality 

Increased green space 

Beating the heat in Chicago:  green roof vs. conventional roof 

Reducing flooding in 
Ohio: Rain gardens in 
Cuyahoga Falls 

Reduced 
energy 

costs 

Flood 
mitigation 



EPA’s Green 
Infrastructure 
Case Studies 
Report, 2010 





ASLA Case Study: Target Center Green Roof  Minneapolis 
 
• Fifth largest extensive green roof in North America (113,000 sq. ft) 
• Most cost effective and ecologically sound option over the life of the roof 
• Over a 20 year study period green roof is cheaper 
• Building owner receives approximately $9,000 a year in annual stormwater 

credits 
• Retains over a million gallons of annual stormwater runoff on site 

 
 



“The problem with  
a traditional pipes  
and plants approach  
is that the public doesn’t get any direct 
enjoyment with this type of hidden 
infrastructure… You can’t hold a 
picnic or a tailgate party in a Deep 
Tunnel…“ 
      Milwaukee Mayor, Tom Barrett 



Representative Edwards and Mayor 
Kearns test out the permeable 
pavement on Edmonston’s green street. 



For more information, please 
contact:  

Katherine Baer 
kbaer@americanrivers.org 

americanrivers.org\goinggreen   
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