
Or rags, or non-dispersible personal 

care or household products.

Wastewater folks don’t like Wipes…



What’s the Problem?



They Clog our Pumps…



They Plug our Pipes…



They Hang on the Bar Screens…



Plug the Screw Conveyers… 



Increase our

Solids Disposal Costs…



And Generally are a Pain.



Solid Waste Disposal Increases…

50

60

70

80

90
M

a
ss

 o
f 

H
a

u
le

d
 R

a
g

s 
a

n
d

 G
ri

t 

(T
o

n
s/

M
o

n
th

)

Hauled Rags and Grit at the 

Durham Facility

0

10

20

30

40

50

2006 2007 2008 2009

M
a

ss
 o

f 
H

a
u

le
d

 R
a

g
s 

a
n

d
 G

ri
t 

(T
o

n
s/

M
o

n
th

)

Year



Electricity Use?  It goes UP!

• “If we installed chopper 
pumps instead of cleaning 
rags out of the wet wells, our 
energy consumption would 
go up. Chopper pumps are go up. Chopper pumps are 
not as energy efficient as 
fluid pumps.”



But they are “flushable”… they make it down the 
toilet and out of the house drain…



Public Outreach






