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July 24, 2009
The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Richard Durbin The Honorable Jon Kyl
Majority Whip Minority Whip
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senate Leadership,

As America’s leading construction, engineering, conservation, labor, municipal,
and manufacturing organizations, we strongly support the bipartisan Water Infrastructure
Financing Act — S. 1005 and urge the Senate to pass this critical infrastructure legislation
prior to the August Recess. The Water Infrastructure Financing Act is the product of
years of work by the bipartisan leadership of the Environment and Public Works
Committee and is deserving of support from every United States Senator.

America is facing staggering shortfalls in water infrastructure investment and the
highest unemployment rates in over two decades. The Environmental Protection Agency,
the Government Accountability Office, and the Water Infrastructure Network have all
projected shortfalls in water infrastructure funding approaching $500 billion over the next
20 years, with the annual shortfall estimated at approximately $23 billion. The Water
Infrastructure Financing Act is a timely investment in our nation’s critical water
infrastructure that will generate approximately 1,365,000 construction, manufacturing, and
engineering jobs over the next five years.

The Water Infrastructure Financing Act will provide critical water infrastructure
funding to communities of every size in every state. In fact, every state will receive
significantly more water infrastructure funding through this legislation than is provided
today. Significant funding will also be available to assist small and disadvantaged
communities and support green infrastructure projects. Water quality in our lakes, streams
and estuaries, public health and the long-term competitiveness of our nation will all
benefit from the critical investments called for in the Water Infrastructure Financing Act.

Again, the Water Infrastructure Network applauds your efforts to bring the Water
Infrastructure Financing Act before the full Senate for consideration and strongly supports its
enactment into law.

Sincerely,
The Water Infrastructure Network
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