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National Plans Laid the Foundation for America’s Greatness

Planning and building infrastructure have been part of America’s tradition ~ and greatness — since
the founding of the Republic. Our forebears recognized the need to invest in road networks to serve
the needs of the colonies, water systems to serve growmg cities, canals to facilitate trade, railroads
and telegraph lines to open up the West, and dams to encourage settlement and generate power.

This year marks the bicentennial of the Gallatin Plan, crafted by Thomas Jefferson’s Secretary of the
Treasury, Albert Gallatin, to develop the infrastructure needed by a fast-growing nation. This plan
built on George Washington’s vision of connecting the interior settlements to the markets and ports
of the East Coast with a network of roads and canals.

One hundred years later, President Theodore Roosevelt invited every state and territorial govemnor
to join members of his Cabinet and Congress, professional organizations, and government bureaus
in a National Conference at the White House to discuss infrastructure needs for the 20" century.
The resulting report mncorporated the growing interest in conservation as well as the need for future
investments in hydropower to generate electricity. More importantly, it laid the groundwork for
many of the critical investments initiated by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to jumpstart the
nation’s recovery from the Great Depression.

We Need a New National Plan

Today, the challenges of the 21% century - global warming, dwindling oil resexves, growing insecurity
in the Middle East, and an uncertain giobal economy ~ require a renewed national focus on the
infrastructure that is essential to our cities, our rural communities, and our economy, Unforcunately,
we have neglected the state of America’s infrastructure far too long, threatening our economic
prosperity and the future of our communities, urban and rural.

° The American Society of Civil Engmeers has given our nation’s public infrastructure ~ water,
sewer, and transportation systems — a grade of D-minus, estmating that it will cost £7.6 srillion
—over the next five years just to repair the infrastructure we currently have.

. The National Surface Transportation Pohcy and Revenue Study Commussion recently
calculated that it will take §225 billion annually yust to mamtain our existing transportation
system over the next 50 years. Meanwhile, the Office of Management and Budget predicts a
£3.2 billion shortfall in the Fighway Trust Fund by 2009.

. As Japan, China, India, and the European Union continue to 1nvest in transportation

Improverments o support thelr growing economes, we are falling further and further behind
our global competitors.



° More than 72,000 miles of municipal water and sewer pipe are more than 80 years old,
threatening the public health and economies of communities large and small.

o A warming climate creates more demands on our infrastructure. Communities will require
more energy-efficient transportation systems that produce fewer carbon emissions;
additional water storage capacity; and stronger levees and dams to protect homes and
businesses from unpredictable and increasingly severe weather events.

The future of America depends on transportation systems that connect and support the economues
of our communities and metropolitan regions; water systems that ensure clean water for our
households and crops; sewer systems that ensure public health and a clean environment; and dams
and levees that protect our homes and businesses. If we are to meet the demands of the 21% century,
we need a new National Plan to define and finance the infrastructure required to support a
sustainable economy, improve the livability of our cities and rural commmunities, provide jobs for
Americans, and strengthen our national security.

Focusing Congress on a new National Plan

The need to invest in our nation’s infrastructure has been recognized and encouraged by Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi, who stated,

“When it comes to creating jobs, revitalizing our economy and addressing global warming,
we must have the right resources and infrastructure to address these needs. In keeping with
the tradition of great American leaders such as Albert Gallatin and Teddy Roosevelt, who
laid out clear visions for America, I am proud to join with Congressman Blumenauer and all
those working to implement a new vision that will help us meet the challenges of the 21st
century.”

The Speaker also mentioned the need to repair the nation’s crumbling infrastructure in her pre-
buttal to President Bush’s 2008 State of the Union address. You can read her speech at
http:/ / speaker.house.gov/ newsroom/ pressreleases?id =0510.

Congressman Blumenauer has received overwhelmingly positive support for crafting a new National
Plan from over 240 stakeholder groups, including engineers, planners, transportation organizations,
labor unions, busmess groups, environmental advocates and foundations.

Blumenauer has introduced two resolutions to highlight past planning efforts and celebrate the
remarkable coalitions that created and supported them: FLR. 935 commemorates President
Theodore Roosevelt’s 1908 White House Conference of Governors; FLR. 936 commemorates the
1808 Gallatin Plan and was passed unanimously by the House on March 12, 2008.

As a member of the Ways and Means Committee, Blumenauer comntinues to build support for a new
National Plan from other members of Congress and key interest groups, such as the American
Public Transportation Association, the Amencan Metropolitan Water Agencies, and the American
Institute of Architects.



