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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

May 23, 2007 

Mr. BISHOP of New York (for himself, Mr. LOBIONDO, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Ms. NORTON, Mr. NADLER, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mrs. MALONEY of New York, 
Mr. LANTOS, Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, Mr. SAXTON, and Mr. BARTLETT of 
Maryland) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure  

 
A BILL 

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to ensure that sewage treatment 
plants monitor for and report discharges of raw sewage[AK3], and for other purposes.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the `Raw Sewage Overflow Community Right-to-
Know Act'. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Centers for Disease Control estimates that there are 
7,100,000 cases of mild to moderate, and 560,000 cases of 
moderate to severe, infectious waterborne disease in the United 
States each year. 
(2) Inadequately treated sewage is filled with bacteria, viruses, 
parasites, and worms that make people sick. 



(3) People who ingest or inhale inadequately treated sewage can 
contract gastroenteritis, hepatitis, giardiasis, cryptosporidiosis, 
dysentery, and other gastrointestinal and respiratory diseases. 
(4) Between 1,800,000 and 3,500,000 Americans become sick every 
year just from swimming in waters contaminated by sewer 
overflows. 
(5) The loss of swimming opportunities (beach closings) due to 
pathogen contamination is valued at $1,000,000,000 to 
$2,000,000,000 annually in the United States. 
(6) Economic losses due to swimming-related illnesses are estimated 
at $28,000,000,000 annually. 
(7) Many sewer systems do not routinely monitor to detect sewer 
overflows or report those that do occur to environmental or public 
health agencies. 
(8) Better monitoring, reporting, and public notification of sewer 
overflows would have beneficial save millions of Americans 
fromhealth impacts getting sick every year. 
(9) Public health authorities would be better able to protect public 
health with a more consistent method for notifying the public of 
sewer overflows that may impact their healthare not routinely 
notified of sewer overflows that threaten public health. 

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 502 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1362) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

`(25) SANITARY SEWER OVERFLOW- The term `sanitary sewer 
overflow' means an overflow, spill, release, or diversion of 
wastewater from a sanitary sewer system. Such term does not 
include combined sewer overflows or other discharges from the 
combined portions of a combined sewer system and does not include 
wastewater backups into buildings caused by a blockage or other 
malfunction of a building lateral that is privately owned. Such term 
includes overflows or releases of wastewater that reach waters of 
the United States, overflows or releases of wastewater that do not 
reach waters of the United States, and wastewater backups into 
buildings that are caused by blockages or flow conditions in a 
sanitary sewer other than a building lateral. 
`(26) COMBINED SEWER OVERFLOW- The term `combined sewer 
overflow' means an overflow, spill, release or diversion of 
wastewater from a combined sanitary system at a point prior to the 
publicly owned treatment works treatment plant. 
`(27) SEWER OVERFLOW- The term `sewer overflow' means a 
sanitary sewer overflow or a combined sewer overflow.'. 

SEC. 4. MONITORING, REPORTING, AND PUBLIC 
NOTIFICATION OF SEWER OVERFLOWS. 



Section 402 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
`(r) Sewer Overflow Notifications- 

`(1) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS- Not later than 1 year after the date 
of enactment of this subsection, the owner or operator of a publicly 
owned treatment works (as defined in section 403.3(p) of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, as in effect on March 1, 2007) under a 
permit issued under this section-- 

`(A) must institute and utilize a methodology, technology, or 
management program that will alert the owner or operator to 
the occurrence of a sewer overflow in a timely manner; 
`(B) must notify the public of a sewer overflow in any area 
where the overflow has the potential to affect human health; 
`(C) must notify the public as soon as practicable but not later 
than 24 hours of the time the owner or operator becomes 
aware of the overflow; 
`(D) must immediately notify public health authorities and 
other affected entities, such as public water systems, of any 
sewer overflow that may imminently and substantially 
endanger human health; 
`(E) must provide to the Administrator or the State in the 
case of a State that has a permit program approved under this 
section either an oral or electronic report as soon as 
practicable within 24 hours of the time the owner or operator 
becomes aware of the overflow; 
`(F) must provide to the Administrator or the State, as the 
case may be, within 5 days of the time the owner or operator 
becomes aware of the overflow a written report describing-- 

`(i) the magnitude, duration, and suspected cause of 
the overflow; 
`(ii) the steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, 
and prevent recurrence of the overflow; and 
`(iii) the steps taken or planned to mitigate the impact 
of the overflow; 

`(G) must report all sewer overflows to waters of the United 
States on its monthly discharge monitoring report to the 
Administrator or the State, as the case may be; and 
`(H) must report to the Administrator or the State, as the 
case may be, the total number of sewer overflows (including 
sewer overflows that do not reach any waters of the United 
States) in a calendar year, including the details of how much 
wastewater was released per incident, the duration of each 
sewer overflow, the location of the overflow and any 
potentially affected receiving waters, the responses taken to 
clean up the overflow, and the actions taken to mitigate 
impacts and avoid further sewer overflows at the site. 

`(2) REPORT TO EPA- If a State receives a report under paragraph 
(1)(H), the State shall report to the Administrator annually, in 



summary, the details of reported sewer overflows that occurred in 
that State.'. 

SEC. 5. ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE. 

Section 603(c) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1383(c)) is amended-- 

(1) by striking `and' the first place it appears; and 
(2) by inserting after `320 of this Act' the following: `, and (4) for 
the implementation of requirements to monitor, report, and notify 
the public of sewer overflows under section 402'. 

 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


