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New York City: 2/3 Impervious



Subsurface Density



Annual Rainfall: 
44 inches 



Water Quality 
Initiative #6

Form an interagency BMP 
Task Force:Task Force:

“Make the reduction of 
CSO volumes and other 
environmental issues a 
priority for all relevant City 
agencies”



Comparative Costs
Blue Roof (2 inch standard)

Sidewalk Biofiltration

Permeable Asphalt Parking Lane

Permeable Concrete Sidewalk

Swales

Blue Roof (1 inch standard)

Cistern

Greenstreet

CSO Storage Tunnel (Newtown Creek)

Rain Barrel

CSO Storage Tunnel (Flushing Bay)

Sidewalk Reservoir

Green Roof

$0.00           $0.50           $1.00           $1.50           $2.00           $2.50           $3.00           $3.50

Cost per Gallon Retained or Detained
(annualized net present value)



Options for Enhanced Controls

• Implement stormwater controls at municipal 
property/facilities

• Require stormwater controls on private 
property

• Provide incentives for stormwater controls 
on private property



Street Trees: Zoning Requirements
• Tree planting required for:

– New development
– Expansion (20% or more – Expansion (20% or more 

increase in floor area)
– Conversion (20% or more of 

floor area changing use)
– In certain districts, planting 

strips rather than tree pits



New York v. Portland



Hilary Meltzer, Senior Counsel

Environmental Law Division

New York City Law DepartmentNew York City Law Department

100 Church Street

New York, NY 10007

212-788-1585

hmeltzer@law.nyc.gov


