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Enforcement Actions Enforcement Actions 

�� 1995 1995 –– Septic Hauler (Wife)Septic Hauler (Wife)
�� 1998 1998 –– Swede Custom Chrome (ExSwede Custom Chrome (Ex--Emp)Emp)
�� 1999 1999 –– Plating Specialties (ExPlating Specialties (Ex--Emp)Emp)

2001 2001 –– Luxury Wheels Plating (ExLuxury Wheels Plating (Ex--Emp)Emp)�� 2001 2001 –– Luxury Wheels Plating (ExLuxury Wheels Plating (Ex--Emp)Emp)
�� 2002 2002 –– Chemical Specialties (City Staff)Chemical Specialties (City Staff)
�� 2004 2004 –– Grand Mesa Radiator (ExGrand Mesa Radiator (Ex--Emp)Emp)



Hidden Floor DrainsHidden Floor Drains



Waste Glycol Discharge to RiverWaste Glycol Discharge to River

• Site is a leased building on railroad property • Site is a leased building on railroad property –– Building is Building is 
actually leased from another company which leases the actually leased from another company which leases the 
building from the railroad.building from the railroad.

• February, 2000 • February, 2000 –– A company called DKB, Inc. contacted A company called DKB, Inc. contacted • February, 2000 • February, 2000 –– A company called DKB, Inc. contacted A company called DKB, Inc. contacted 
IPP with plans to construct a facility for the distillation of IPP with plans to construct a facility for the distillation of 
water and propylene glycol.water and propylene glycol.

• Primary waste products to be reclaimed would be airplane • Primary waste products to be reclaimed would be airplane 
wing dewing de--icer fluid, heat transfer fluids and RV winterizing icer fluid, heat transfer fluids and RV winterizing 
agents.agents.



Storm Outfall Storm Outfall –– Waste Glycol Waste Glycol 
ImpactImpact



Waste Carbon/Glycol DischargeWaste Carbon/Glycol Discharge



PLATING AREAPLATING AREA



? Housekeeping ?



Nitrogen Dioxide Gas CloudNitrogen Dioxide Gas Cloud



Things Common in All Things Common in All 
CasesCases

--ExEx--Employee supplied informationEmployee supplied information
--Water Usage/Evaporation Rate didn’t add upWater Usage/Evaporation Rate didn’t add up--Water Usage/Evaporation Rate didn’t add upWater Usage/Evaporation Rate didn’t add up
--Plating Facility doesn't produce sludgePlating Facility doesn't produce sludge
--Employee not familiar with treatment equipmentEmployee not familiar with treatment equipment



What Has HelpedWhat Has Helped

�� Talk to employees when performing Talk to employees when performing 
inspections. Be friendly, know their name.inspections. Be friendly, know their name.

�� If you suspect something, validate your If you suspect something, validate your �� If you suspect something, validate your If you suspect something, validate your 
suspicions.suspicions.

�� Obtain as much information as possible Obtain as much information as possible 
independent of the industry’s knowledge: independent of the industry’s knowledge: 
Water consumption, equipment Water consumption, equipment 
capabilities and samples.capabilities and samples.



ToolsTools
�� pH, temp or flow activated samplerpH, temp or flow activated sampler
�� Video footage of facility’s tapVideo footage of facility’s tap
�� GIS mapping of sewer systemGIS mapping of sewer system

A good sample site A good sample site �� A good sample site A good sample site 
�� Ability to safeguard samplerAbility to safeguard sampler



Isco SamplerIsco Sampler



Sampler DataSampler Data



Samples CollectedSamples Collected



Video FootageVideo Footage



Paint DischargePaint Discharge







Persigo BiosolidsPersigo Biosolids mg/kg drymg/kg dry

NickelNickel ChromiumChromium
�� 22ndnd Qtr 2001         142              122Qtr 2001         142              122
�� 33rdrd Qtr 2001          151              159Qtr 2001          151              159
�� 44thth Qtr 2001          140              104Qtr 2001          140              104
�� 11st st Qtr 2002         240              200Qtr 2002         240              200
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
�� 22ndnd Qtr 2002           30                 51Qtr 2002           30                 51
�� 33rdrd Qtr 2002          28                 47Qtr 2002          28                 47
�� 44thth Qtr 2002           23                  48Qtr 2002           23                  48



Ability to Safeguard SamplerAbility to Safeguard Sampler



Safety Safety 



NIOSH IDLH LevelsNIOSH IDLH Levels

�� Toxic Gas              IDLH Concentration (ppm)                Toxic Gas              IDLH Concentration (ppm)                
�� Sulfur Dioxide                       100Sulfur Dioxide                       100
�� Hydrogen Sulfide                  100Hydrogen Sulfide                  100
�� Nitrogen Dioxide                    50Nitrogen Dioxide                    50
�� Hydrogen Cyanide                 50Hydrogen Cyanide                 50�� Hydrogen Cyanide                 50Hydrogen Cyanide                 50
�� Phosphine                              50Phosphine                              50
�� Chlorine                                  30        (WWI)Chlorine                                  30        (WWI)
�� Phosgene                                 2   Mustard Gas Phosgene                                 2   Mustard Gas 
�� Nickel Carbonyl Gas                2Nickel Carbonyl Gas                2

�� IDLH = Immediately Dangerous to Life and IDLH = Immediately Dangerous to Life and 
HealthHealth



Publicity Publicity 

�� When you are successful in catching an When you are successful in catching an 
illegal discharger, get as much publicity as illegal discharger, get as much publicity as 
possible, it helps to serve as a deterrent possible, it helps to serve as a deterrent 
for others .for others .for others .for others .













Look for InconsistenciesLook for Inconsistencies

�� Officials allowed access to process area Officials allowed access to process area 
one time but not the next (delayed).one time but not the next (delayed).

�� Sample volume fluctuations without Sample volume fluctuations without �� Sample volume fluctuations without Sample volume fluctuations without 
changing settings.changing settings.

�� Sampler moved or showing signs of Sampler moved or showing signs of 
tampering.tampering.



Things to Do!Things to Do!

�� Perform a thorough inspection of facility on Perform a thorough inspection of facility on 
a yearly basis (minimum).a yearly basis (minimum).

�� Dye test lines.Dye test lines.
�� Avoid answering questions for the IU Avoid answering questions for the IU �� Avoid answering questions for the IU Avoid answering questions for the IU 

during inspections during inspections –– let them do the let them do the 
talking. talking. 

�� Video City sewer line that serves facility.Video City sewer line that serves facility.
�� Compare water consumption to reported Compare water consumption to reported 

discharge quantities.discharge quantities.



ConclusionConclusion

�� Know your industries.Know your industries.
�� Talk to the IU workers, build a Rapport.Talk to the IU workers, build a Rapport.

Pay attention to your “gut” instincts.Pay attention to your “gut” instincts.�� Pay attention to your “gut” instincts.Pay attention to your “gut” instincts.
�� Contact EPA CID.Contact EPA CID.


