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JUN 18 2014
Mr. Ken Kirk
National Association of Clean Water Agencies OFFICE OF WATER
1816 Jefferson Place, NW

Washington, D.C. 20036-2505

Dear Mr. Kirk:

Thank you for your May 30, 2014, letter in which you request the Environmental Protection Agency to
supplement the Agency’s April 2, 2014, letter to provide additional explanation for the way the Agency is
applying the decision in Jowa League of Cities v. EPA (711 F.3d 844 (8™ Cir. 2013)). I acknowledge that you
disagree with my April 2, 2014, letter to you that articulated that the Eighth’s Circuit decision applies as
binding precedent in the Eighth Circuit. We hope that discussions at the June experts forum on the
public health impacts of blending will provide valuable information on how to address discharges from
publicly owned treatment works that, during certain wet weather cvents, are diverted around biological
{reatment units. In addition, you request clarification from the EPA on the goals and desired outcomes of the
experts forum on the public health impacts of blending that is scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2014,

T would like to express my deep appreciation for your strong and continued support of sustainable policies and
requirements for municipal wastewater infrastructure. The EPA shares your desire to protect human health and the
environment while recognizing economic constraints and feasibility concerns. Thanks to your efforts and those of
many others, the nation has come a long way in improving water quality, public health and the environment since
Congress enacted the Clean Water Act over 40 years ago. Much of those gains are associated with the expansion
and improvement of the nation’s municipal wastewater infrastructure. We know that you and the other signatories
to your letter agree with the EPA that a primary goal of sewage treatment is to protect public health. In fact,
improved sewage treatment has been identified as one of the ten greatest advances in the protection of public
health during the 20™ century. We are all proud of that collective achievement.

The June 19 and 20, 2014 experts forum provides an excellent opportunity for all of us to further our commitment
to wotking together for the benefit of the American public since it will focus on key issues of providing public
health protection in a manner that is feasible from an engineering perspective. The EPA and the National
Association of Clean Water Agencies have a long history of working cooperatively on approaches to improving
the public health protection provided by municipal wastewater infrastructure in ways that are technically and
economically feasible. We look forward to continuing to work with you on our common goal of achieving
environmental and public health protection through cooperative dialogues and active engagement.

If you have any questions, please contact Andrew Sawyers, Director of the Office of Wastewater Management, at
202-564-0748. .

- Sincerely,
Nancy K. Stoner
Acting Assistant Administrator
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