Clean Water Success Stories:
How to Build Community-
Utility Partnerships throug

Green Stormwater
Infrastructure




Building bridges between utilities

and communities

* Give residents “hands-on” public involvement and
education opportunities to fully understand the
"Why?” of Green Stormwater Infrastructure, such a
small living room / cafe meetings, tours, or
community events

* Grants, matching funds, or rebates are a
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Stewardship Partners collaborates
with Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) on
RainWise rain garden rebate

Stewardship Partners works to connect homeowners to the SPU rebate through
education/outreach; goal = 12,000 Rain Gardens around Puget Sound by 2016

Stewardship Partners encourages “clusters” of rain garden homeowners on one
block to maximize the impact.

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU)
offers up to 100% rebate on
residential rain gardens to
hold and store rain water on
Site.

Five Ballard neighborhood
homes had rain gardens or
cisterns installed = 180,000
gallons per year directed to
beautiful garden features



“Industrial Strength” Natural Drainage:
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South Orcas Greenstreet: local CSC
control demonstration site
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South Orcas Greenstreet

 Homeowners are responsible for
maintenance since it's a voluntary project

» King County Master Gardener program
Stewardship Partners to develop
and teach basic plant care; orgar
yearly work parties
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South Southern Greenstreet: LID for
traffic-calming and runoff control

Voluntary project
(in progress): A
partnership with
South Park
community and
King County
Roads; using a
Special Use Permit
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Rain water is an asset and a resource in our built
environment, and should redesigned back into functioning
streetscapes

Likewise, public involvement can be an integral asset to
your clean water programs -- not just fulfill the
requirement to get buy-in -- but to go beyond and locate
Champions for neighborhood retro%ts, people who now
understand how their utilities work, who want to impr
function, beauty, and civic pride in their neighborho
e The best way to promote your project is word-of-mou
neighbors
Seek out leaders in business, education, nei
who have good ideas and community

* Work with leaders in creative ways to
initiatives to engage communities t
water goals
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