WATER INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORK

PN

August 31, 2010

The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Durbin The Honorable Jon Kyl

Majority Whip Minority Whip

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senate Leadership,

As America’s leading construction, engineering, conservation, labor, municipal,
and manufacturing organizations, we strongly support the bipartisan Water Infrastructure
Financing Act (S. 1005) and urge the Senate to pass this critical infrastructure legislation
this fall, after the November elections. The Water Infrastructure Financing Act, authored
by Senators Boxer, Inhofe, Cardin and Crapo, was approved by the Environment and
Public Works Committee in July 2009 on a 17-2 vote. This legislation enjoys substantial
bipartisan support in the Senate and is deserving of consideration before the close of the
111" Congress. We are unaware of any other major legislative measure pending before
the Senate that can garner broader bipartisan support.

Investment in our nation’s water infrastructure also enjoys broad bipartisan support
in the House as well. On July 30, 2010, the House passed by voice vote the Assistance,
Quality, and Affordability Act (HR 5320) — legislation reauthorizing he Safe Drinking
Water Act State Revolving Fund. On March 12, 2009, the House passed the Water
Quality Investment Act (HR 1262) — legislation reauthorizing the Clean Water Act State
Revolving Fund--by a vote of 317 to 101. The Water Infrastructure Financing Act is
essentially an amalgamation of HR 5320 and HR 1262, reauthorizing the Clean Water Act
and Safe Drinking Water Act State Revolving Funds.

America is facing staggering shortfalls in water infrastructure investment and the
highest unemployment rates in over two decades. The Environmental Protection Agency,
the Government Accountability Office, and the Water Infrastructure Network have all
projected shortfalls in water infrastructure funding approaching $500 billion over the next
20 years. The Water Infrastructure Financing Act makes eminent economic sense,
creating jobs in the near term and enhancing America’s competitiveness in the long term.

Again, the Water Infrastructure Network urges you to schedule the bipartisan Water
Infrastructure Financing Act for consideration by the full Senate this fall.

Sincerely,
The Water Infrastructure Network
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